Chapter 24. Variable display options
Depending on how you have IBM SPSS Statistics set up, the variable list will display either variable names or variable labels. In Figure 23.2 the variable label followed by the variable name in [ ] is shown. Some users prefer to have the variable name only showing. Making this change does not affect the analysis process. There are two ways to change the setting to variable only in IBM SPSS Statistics. 

1 At the beginning of a IBM SPSS Statistics session the Variable Display format can be altered to display just the variable name by selecting the Edit menu and Options. From the General sheet under Variable Lists select Display names. Click on OK. 

2 In later versions of IBM SPSS Statistics (16 and later) it is possible to switch the display from within the Variables box. Right-click on any variable in the list and a small menu will appear (see Figure 25.3). 

The options selected will have a bullet mark next to them. This small menu is divided into three sections. 

In the first section the options are to display ‘Variable Names’ or ‘Variable Labels’. 

In the second section the options are to list the order in which the variables appear in the dialogue box. The default is to sort by file order, which means the order that they appear in the Data Editor window, from left to right across the data file. Other options are to order the variables alphabetically or by measurement level. We have always found that variables that are in the same order as they appear in the data window are the most user friendly, as this is often the same order as they are found in the original questionnaire.

The third section contains only one option, ‘Variable Information’. This is an alternative way of getting more information on a specific variable. Figure 25.4 shows the variable information for the Gender of Respondent [rsex] variable. 
Figure 25.3 Changing the variable display from within a Frequencies box
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Figure 25.4 Variable Information box
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Once you have set up how you want to display the variables and checked any variable information, click on the close [x] to return to the variables box. To close the small menu click outside of the menu.

. 
